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Kathleen Ramsay

From: Susan Shashok <seshashok@comcast.net>

Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2015 3:05 PM

To: Kathleen Ramsay

Cc: Laura Asermily; Tom Hanley

Subject: Fwd: Skateboards

Attachments: MUTCD Bike Lanes.pdf

Hi Kathleen,  
 
I thought you would want to see this follow up note & attachment from Tom that identifies the proper ordinance 
to address Sharrows which was Dean's question. 
 
Susan 
 
www.carolinesdream.com  
Instagram: @carolinesdreamvt 
Pinterest: @carolinesdr0034 
 
 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Thomas Hanley <THanley@middleburypolice.org> 
Date: August 26, 2015 at 10:58:06 AM EDT 
To: Susan Shashok <seshashok@comcast.net> 
Cc: Laura Asermily <lasermily@yahoo.com> 
Subject: RE: Skateboards 

You and Laura did fine with the delivery and explanations. I thought about packing up and running over 
but figured it would be too late by the time I got there!   
  
Donna’s point was well taken about “they” and “he-she”. That’s why they call it a draft! 
  
My understanding of Dean’s comment was that the sharrow would be a traffic control device providing 
a shared lane between bikes and motor vehicles, rather than the sharrow being an advisory or a 
warning.  If it is a traffic control device it should be in the ordinance regulating traffic signs and 
markings.  I’ve attached the MUTCD requirements for sharrow markings. Our ordinance should be in 
compliance with the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices as that standard is adopted by the state 
for all legal markings. 
  
Tom 
  

From: Susan Shashok [mailto:seshashok@comcast.net]  
Sent: Wednesday, August 26, 2015 9:21 AM 
To: Thomas Hanley 
Cc: Laura Asermily; Kathleen Ramsay 
Subject: Re: Skateboards 
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Hi Tom,  
  
I wish I had been able to remember more of the skateboard issues you had stated at our meeting. I only 
knew that I had accepted them as reasonable at the time. Kathleen, can you please put Tom's response 
in our next SB packet? 
  
Tom, my notes from last night: 
  
Section 103 apparently the "they" should be "he or she". 
  
Section 301 should have a period at the end of the sentence. 
  
Do you have any thoughts on Dean's point about supporting the sidewalk and sharrows painting in this 
ordinance? 
  
Thanks so much! 
Susan 

www.carolinesdream.com  

Instagram: @carolinesdreamvt 

Pinterest: @carolinesdr0034 

  
  
 
On Aug 26, 2015, at 9:04 AM, Thomas Hanley <THanley@middleburypolice.org> wrote: 

Good morning, 
  
I got tied up here a bit late last night but I had the board meeting on the TV. 
  
Issues with skateboards that support the ban (and I’ll be at the public hearing): 
  

1.       They are toys, less ridden for transportation and more for recreation and play 
2.       Skateboards have no brakes. Sure, some have ersatz brakes by jamming the 

rear tip onto the pavement, but they don’t have control like a bicycle braking 
system, and the momentum often separates the rider from the skateboard. 

3.       Skateboarders have historically used the sidewalks and parking lots as 
recreation areas as opposed to thru pathways to get from one place to another. 

4.       Skateboards are easily carried without unreasonable burden through the very 
limited prohibited area 

5.       Historically, skateboarders have used the streets and sidewalks as slalom 
courses  using cars and pedestrians as slalom gates. Thus my comment that 
ordinances are usually created to deal with a problem. 

6.       Skateboarders have historically used sidewalk handrails and other 
appurtenances for adventure riding 

7.       Skateboard wheels, when used for turns and other maneuvers, leave a 
polycarbonate residue on surfaces which can become slippery. We saw this in 
excess at the courthouse walks and parking lot, which was one of the underlying 
reasons the state banned them (The same with the Town Hall Theater steps and 
rails). 
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Brian used a “dirty” word in today’s public discourse - “discriminate”. I understand his 
concern but we routinely discriminate in legislating safety ordinances and laws – 
smoking for one. There are only certain things that are protected from discrimination- 
age, gender, race, ethnicity, etc.  Conduct that conflicts with the safe passage of 
pedestrian and vehicle traffic is not one of them! 
  
My apologies for the absence, we had some radio tower issues here last night as well as 
a few other things. I hope this note puts the issues in perspective, and I’ll be at the 
public hearing. 
  
  
Tom Hanley 


